FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

HELEN REESE-BRENT SOMERS CHAPTER

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1

NAME 

Section 1.  The name of this chapter shall be the Helen Reese-Brent Somers Chapter of the National Honor Society of Secondary Schools, which appears on the charter granted by the National Council of the National Honor Society duly signed by the member of the National Council.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

Section 1. Membership in this chapter shall be to give recognition to those students who have shown themselves to be outstanding in scholarship, character, leadership and service.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership in this chapter shall be by invitation of the school faculty and shall be based upon scholarship, character, leadership and service.

Section 2. Membership shall be known as active and graduate.  Active members shall become graduate members at graduation. Graduate members shall have no voice or vote in chapter affairs. 
Section 3. The faculty council shall reserve the right to award honorary membership to school officials, principals, teachers, NHS advisors, or adults in recognition of outstanding service rendered to the school in keeping with the purpose of the National Honor Society. 

Section 4. If the chapter sponsor(s) has become satisfied that a student is scholastically eligible for membership (3.3 cumulative grade point average), he/she shall notify the student.

Section 5. The application must include verification and an evaluation of the student’s character, leadership and service. 

1. Character is defined as the maintenance of ethical and moral standards that have been established by society. These include such characteristics as honesty, reliability, courtesy and respect for others. 

2. Leadership is defined as the outstanding demonstration of resourcefulness, initiative, reliability, and dependability BOTH in the classroom and within the school and/or community
3. Service is defined as active and worthwhile participation in school and community activities. Six categories of service are available. To qualify a student must acquire points distributed in a minimum of three categories.

   Two of these must be met within the school setting. 

A. Service within the community (charities, religious organizations)

B. Service within the school (teacher aide, office assistant)

C. SGA/clubs/class organizations.

D. Art/drama/music (involvement beyond the classroom)

E. Publications (involvement beyond the classroom)

F. Sports 

Section 6. The application shall be returned to the chapter advisor(s) and shall be evaluated by the advisor(s) and the faculty council (consisting of five teachers).

1. The faculty council shall reserve the right to evaluate ALL information submitted regarding the student. 

2. The faculty council shall reserve the right to solicit teacher, advisor, coach, and sponsor input in order to determine the degree of character, leadership and service displayed by each eligible student.

3. The faculty council shall reserve the right to extend an invitation for membership in the NHS to students who have met set criteria.

Section 7. A National Honor Society member who transfers from another school and brings a letter from the former principal or chapter advisor to the FHS advisor shall be accepted automatically as a member of the FHS chapter. Transfer members must meet the FHS standards within one semester in order to retain membership.

Section 8 A. If a student’s leadership and/or character is called into question at any point in grades 10 through 12:

1. The student will be placed on probation and will receive a warning letter explaining the nature of the concern.

2. If the council receives notification of additional infractions, the students will be invited to a hearing with the faculty council where all sides of the issue can be heard.
3. After the hearing, the student will be informed of the council’s decision.
Section 8 B. For flagrant violations of civil law or school rules such as plagiarism, use of alcohol or drugs, theft, possession of weapons or assault: 

1. The student will NOT be given a warning. Rather, he or she will be invited to a hearing of the faculty council.

2. After the hearing, the student will be notified in writing of the violation and the disposition of the faculty council. 

3. The member may appeal the decision of the faculty council to the administration within ten school days. 

Section 8 C. If a student does not fulfill the service requirement by the deadline date (Seniors by the end of the second quarter and Juniors by the end of the third quarter): 
1. The student will be given a warning.

2. If the student does not fulfill the requirement after the warning, dismissal will result. 

Section 8 D. If a student does not fulfill the academic requirement:

1. The student will be given a warning letter detailing the requirement and will be placed on academic probation.

2. The student will be allowed one semester to bring the cumulative grade point average up to the academic requirement of the society.

3. If the student does not meet this deadline, the student will be dismissed.

Section 8 E. Students who have been dismissed from the society must turn in their membership cards and certificates and may not wear the emblem of the National Honor Society. Interested parties who may rely on the high standards of the society as a criterion for acceptance or award will be notified that the student is no longer a member of our chapter. If questioned, the NHS advisor will explain why this student was dismissed. 
ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

Section 1. The officers of this society shall be a president, a vice president, a secretary and a treasurer. 

Section 2. All officers shall be elected by a plurality of votes at the meeting to be held in the spring.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the meeting of the chapter and to maintain order.

Section 4. The vice president shall assume the duties of the president in the event of the president’s absence. 

Section 5. The secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings and keep a record of all correspondence on permanent file. 

Section 6. The treasurer shall keep all financial records for the chapter.

ARTICLE V

MEETINGS

Section 1. The activities for this chapter shall be held at such time as deemed necessary by the advisor(s) and officers. 

Section 2. All regular meeting shall be open to the entire membership of the chapter and other persons upon invitation and shall be held under the supervision of the advisor(s).
ARTICLE VI

SUPERVISION

Section 1. The activities for this chapter shall be subject to the approval and supervision of the principal and the advisor(s).

ARTICLE VII

EMBLEM

Section 1. Each member of this chapter shall be entitled to wear the emblem adopted by the National Honor Society.

ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENTS

Section 1. This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the chapter members attending the meeting provided that the proposed amendment is consistent with the constitution of the National Council and that notice be given to members prior to the meeting at which the amendment is to be voted upon. 

ARTICLE IX

RATIFICATION

Section 1. This constitution may be ratified by a majority vote of the members attending the meeting and will take effect immediately upon ratification.
ARTICLE X

Section 1. The chapter shall determine one or more service projects for the year. 

Section 2. Each member shall have the responsibility for choosing and participating in service projects which reflect his or her particular talents and interests. 

BYLAWS

1. DUES- Each member shall be required to pay dues at the time of their induction. Failure to pay dues will result in membership being forfeited.

2. ATTENDANCE- it is the responsibility of members of the NHS to attend a minimum of 50 percent of the functions or meetings of the chapter. 
